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NOMEN CL ATORIAL TRANSFERS IN MARISCUS. 


M. L. I’ernald. 

The chiefly austral genus which lias long passed as Cladium must, 
as pointed out by Schinz & Thellung 1 in 190S and, upon different 
grounds, by Otto Kuntze in 1891, 2 take the generic name Mariscus 
Zinn. Briefly, the case is as follows. 

Mariscus was a pre-Linnean genus of Haller, 3 embracing the char¬ 
acteristic European plant with serrate leaves, which had been called 
by Scheuchzer Pseudocyperus palustris, foliis & carina serratis. 4 
In the Species Plantarum Linnaeus treated it as a species of Schoenus, 
taking up Haller’s name and calling the plant Schoeuus Mariscus. 5 
In post-Linnean time Mariscus was apparently first taken up by 
Zinn/ who in 1757 properly defined the genus which consisted of 
Haller’s Mariscus, the Schoenus culmo tereti, foliis margine dorsoque 
aculeatis of Linnaeus and Cyperus longus inodorus Germanicus of 
Bauhin; in other words Mariscus of Zinn was the same as Schoenus 
Mariscus L., which had been based upon the identical references; 
and Zinn was followed in using Mariscus by Boehmer 7 in 1760. 
In 1756 Patrick Brow ne described under a new r generic name, Cladium , 8 
the characteristic West Indian plant, but the genus Cladium itself 
was not defined, merely the one species under it; Browne’s practice 
being to use a generic name and under it to describe the different 

1 Schinz & Thellung, Vierteljahrs. Naturforscli. Gesells. Zurich, liii. 523 (1908). 

2 Kuntze, Rev. Gen. PI. i. 754 (1891). 

8 Haller, Enum. Stirp. Helvet. 251 (1742). 

4 Scheuchzer, Gram. 375 (1719). 

* L. Sp. PI. i. 42 (1753). 

• Zinn, Cat. PI. Hort. Gott. 79 (1757). 

7 Boehmer in Ludwig, Defln. Gen. PI. 423 (1760). 

8 P. Br. Hist. Jam. 114 (1756). 
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species. The name Cladium, then, as published by Browne was, 
unfortunately, a no men nudum, which seems not to have been properly 
accompanied by a generic characterization until 1766 when Crantz 1 
validated it by giving a generic description and citing a single species, 
C. jamaiccnsc (published iam(license). It was next properly taken 
up in 1S06, when it was defined by Schrader 2 who included two 
species, C. gcrmanicum (Schoenus Mariscus L.) of Europe and C. 
occideniale (Schoenus Cladium Sw.) of the West Indies. Subsequently 
the name Cladium has come into universal use and the name Mariscus 
Gaertn. (178S) has been generally maintained for a group closely 
allied to and only unsatisfactorily separated from Cyperns. It 
should be clear, however, that Cladium, which was not properly 
defined as a genus until 1766, must be replaced by the properly 
described Mariscus [Haller] /inn (1757). 

It is somewhat surprising that practically all modern European 
students have failed to recognize the specific differences which 
separate their common plant, Mariscus serratus Gilib. 3 ( Schoenus 
Mu riscus L., Cladium Mariscus Pohl) from the tropical American 
M. jamaicensis (Crantz) Britton ( Cladium jamaiccnsc Crantz., 
Schoenus Cladium Sw.) and the Hawaiian M. leptostachyus (Nees) 
Kuntze. Thus, in such works as Richter's Plantae Europac, i. 144 
(1890) Schoenus Cladium Sw. of Jamaica and its synonyms, S. 
effusvs Sw. and Cladium occideniale R. & S., as well as the Hawaiian 
C. leptostachyum Nees, are included without question as synonyms 
of the continental and northern European C. Mariscus (L.) R. Br.; 
and in their discriminating notes on the nomenclature of European 
plants Schinz & Thellung (1. c.) take up for the European species the 
name M. Cladium (Sw.) Kuntze based upon the Jamaican Schoenus 
Cladium and carrying the synonyms S. jamaicensis Crantz and 
Mariscus jamaicensis (Crantz) E. Janchen; and the late C. B. Clarke, 
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1 Crantz, Inst i. 362 (1766). 

* Schrad. FI. Germ. i. 74 (1806). 

1 Gilib. Exercitia Phyt. ii. 512 (1702). This work is so rare that apparently there 
js no copy in America. Gilibert’s account, for which I am indebted to the kindness 
of Dr. Arthur W. Hill, Director of the Royal Botanical Garden, Kew, was as follows: 

. “19. Mariscus serratus. 

Radix repens. Culmi quatuorpedales. Folia margine dorsoque aculeata. Flores 
paniculato-ramosi; calycis glumae paleaceae, fasciculatim congestae; corolla nulla: 
semen unum, subrotundum, inter gluraas. 

Schoenus mariscus L. non rara in paludosis locis, circa Grodnam Jeziory, & alibi; 
florens julio: perennis. Lugdunea. Protectis tegendis loco straminislnservirepotest: 
sero crescit; paludes replet; insulas natantes constltuit. “ 

4 Clarke in Urban, Symb. Antill. U. 134 (1900). 
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taking up Crantz \s C la d in m ja m (license for (lie West Indian plant, 
cited without question in the synonymy C. germanicum Sehrad., C. 
Mariscus R. Br. and Schocnus Mariscus L. It would indeed lie 
surprising if a. plant which abounds over continental Europe and 
northward as a dominant species to the British Isles and Scandinavia 
were specifically identical with a dominant plant of the West Indies, 
tropical South America and the Gulf States of North America; and, 
as would be expected, study of large series of the two brings out 
abundant specific differences. The European M. serratus is a much 
lower plant, with less diffuse inflorescence, and its glomerules consist 
of more numerous and longer spikelets. In the tall (up to 3-4 in.) 
M. jamaiccnsis the scarious bases of the involucres and involucels are 
ciliolate, in M. serratus entire; and in M. jamaiccnsis the ovoid to 
suliglobose abruptly beaked pale brown to olivaceous achcnes are 
opaque or only slightly lustrous and obviously rugulose or pebbled, 
in M. serratus lance-ovoid, gradually attenuate, castaneous, highly 
lustrous and smooth. 

The bibliography of the two is as follows: 

Mariscus serratus Gilib. Exercitia Pliyt. ii. 512 (1792). Schoc- 
nus Mariscus L. Sp. PI. i. 42 (1753). Cladium germanicum, Sehrad. 
El. Germ. i. 75, t. v. fig. 7 (1800). C. Mariscus (L.) Pohl, Tent. El. 
Bohemiae, i. 32 (1810); R. Br. Prodr. 230 (1810). M. Cladium 
Kuntze, Rev. Gen. PI. i. 754 (1891) and Schinz & Thellung, Viertel- 
jalirs. Naturforsch. Gesells. Zurich, liii. 523 (1908), as to European 
plant, not Schocnus Cladium Sw. 

M. jamaicensis (Crantz) Britton in Small, El. Miami, 31 (1913) as 
M. jamaiemse ; E. Janchen in Schinz & Thellung, Vierteljahrs. 
Naturforsch. Gesells. Zurich, liii. 524 (1908) as synonym only. 
Cladium jamaicense Crantz, Inst. i. 302 (1700) published as C. 
iamaiemse. Schocnus Cladium Sw. Prodr. 19 (1788), El. Ind. Occ. i. 


97 (1797). 




S. Mariscus, S effus 


(Sw.) Pers. Syn. i. 58 (1805). C. accident ale Sehrad. El. Germ. i. 
70 (1800). C. palusfrc Poir. ex Schultes, Mant. i. 229 (1822). C. 
effusum (Sw.) Torr. Ann. Lyc. N. Y. iii. 1 


M. Cladium 


least 


synonym. 

In organizing the species in the Gray Herbarium it has been neces¬ 
sary to make the following combinations. 

M. aromaticus (Merrill >, n. comb. Cladium aromaheum Merrill, 
Philipp. Journ. Sci., Bot. ix. 59 (1914). 

M. boninsimae (Nakai), n. comb. Cladium boninsimac Nakai, 

Bot. Mag. Tokyo, xxv. 223 (1911). 
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M. borneense (C. B. Clarke), n. comb. Cladium borncense C. B 
Clarke in Stapf, Trans. Linn. Soc., Bot. Ser. 2, iv. 245 (1894). 

M. calif ornicus (Watson), n. comb. Cladium Mari sms, var. 
fornicum Watson, Bot. Cal. ii. 224 

A beautifully distinct species extending from southern Nevada 
and southern California to the State of San Luis Botosi in Mexico. 



M. serrafus 



inn Mari scum) has widely creeping rootstocks 


and stolons; M. californicus is cespitose, forming hummocks described 
by Brewer as “ 1^2 to 2 feet thick” (Brewer, ace. to Watson l. c.), 
while Jepson describes the plant, as having “Stems numerous, stout, 
(> to 10 feet high, forming very dense and heavy hummocks” (Jepson, 
FI. Cal. 200). In M. serrafus the erect inflorescence has glomerules 
of many spikelets; in M. californicus the diffuse drooping pan¬ 
icle has fewer (mostly 2-5) spikelets in a glomerule. In the 
Furopea.li species the lustrous lance-ovoid aehenes taper from near 
the middle very gradually to the apex; in M. californicus they are 
lustrous but of a. broad cylindrie-ovoid outline, with a very short 
tip. Besides the stations, San Gabriel, California and “Southern 
Nevada” originally given by Watson, Jepson cites others, at tin* 
bases of the San Gabriel and San Bernardino Mountains. Additional 
stations are as follows. Nkw Mexico: along Pecos River, near 
Roswell, IK (ji'ijfitfis, no. 5705, distributed as Cladium cjfusum. 
Mexico: border of water, Las Tablas, San Luis Potosi, Pringle, no. 
5030; common in deep rich soil along the border of Media Luna, near 
Rio Verde, San Luis Potosi, Palmer, no. 02 (June, 1904). 

M. capillaceus (Hook, f.), n.comb. Chaetospora capillacca Hook. f. 
FI. Tasm. ii. 81. t. CXLI. A (1860). C. capillaris F. Muell. Fragm. 
Pliyt. Austral, ix. 34 (1875). ElynantInis capillaceus (Hook, f.) Benth. 
FI. Austral, vii. 377 (1878). Sehomns capillaris F. Muell. Second 
Cens. Austr. PI. 215 (1889). Schoemts tenuis T. Kirk, Trans. N. Z. 
Inst. ii. 94 (1871). Cladium cupilluccum (Hook, f.) C. B. Clarke in 

Cheeseman, Mem. N. Z. FI. 789 (1906). 

M. cbinensis (Nees), n. comb. Cladium chiuense Nees, Linnaea, ix. 
301 (1835) and Nov. Act. Nat. Cur. xix. Suppl. i. 110 (1843). C. 
japwiiemn Steud. Syn. PI. Cyp. 152 (1855). 

Although referred by most recent authors to the Furopean species, 
M. chincusis has very much smaller spikelets, as originally pointed 
out by Nees, and its pale aehenes, only about one-third as large as 
in M. serrafus are ellipsoid-ovoid and very short-tipped, rather 
than lance-ovoid and acuminate. Material of the Japanese plant 
with mature fruit is apparently inseparable from M. cliincnsis. 
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M. colpodes (Lauterb.), n. comb. Cladium col pod cs Lauterb. in 
K. Schum. & Lauterb. Naclitr. FI. Deutsch. Siidsee, 59 (1905). 

M. complanatus (Berggr.), n. comb. Cladium complanatum Berggr. 
Minneskr. Fisiog. Sallsk. Lund (1877), no. 8: 23, t. 0, figs. 1-5 (1878). 

M. delicatulus.n. nom. Cladium. filiforme Merrill, Philipp. Journ. 
Sei., I3ot. v. 172 (1910), not Mariseus filiformis HBK. Nov. Gen. et. 
Sp. i. 213 (1810). 

M. Deplanchei (Boeckl.), n. comb, liaumea Dcplanchei Boeckl. 
Flora, Ixi. 143 (1878). Cladium Deplanchei (Boeckl.) C. B. Clarke in 
Engler, Bot. Jahrl), xxxix. 20 (1900). 

M. distichus (C. B. Clarke), n. comb. Cladium distichum C. B. 
Clarke, Philipp, Journ. Sci. ii. 102 (1907). 

M. ensiger (Hance), n. comb. Cladium [ens-igerum lHance, Journ. 
Bot. xxiii. 80 (1885). 

M'. falcatus (Nees), n. comb, liaumea falcata Nees in Hook. Kew 
Journ. vi. 29 (1854). Cladium falcatum (Nees) C. B. Clarke, Kew 
Bull. Add. Ser. viii. 40 (1908). 

M. fallax, n. nom. Cladium n/pcroidcs Merrill, Philipp. Journ. Sci., 
Bot. vii. 74 (1912), not Mariseus cuperoides A. Dietr. Sp. PI. ii. 348 
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M. ficticius (Heinsl.), n. comb. Cladium ficlicium Hemsl. Bot. 

Challenger Voy. 59, t. 60, figs. 5-7 

M. Gaudichaudii (W. F. Wight), n. comb. Baumia mariscoidcs 
Gaudich. Bot. Freyc. Voy. 417 (1829). Cladium mariscoidcs (Gau- 
lich.) A illar in Blanco, FI. Philipp, ed. 3, iv. Nov. App. 309 (1880), 
not Torr. Ann. Lyc. N. Y. iii. 372 (1830). C. gaudichaudii W. F. 
Wight, Contrib. U. S. Nat. Herb. ix. 230 (1905). 

M. geniculatus, n. nom. Cladium philippinensc Merrill, Philipp. 
Journ. Sci., Bot. v. 171 (1910), not Mariseus philippensis Steud. 
Syn. PI. Cyp. 00 (1855). 

Although not strictly identical the specific names philippensis and 
philippincnse are so similar that only confusion could result from 
transferring the latter to Mariseus. 

M. globiceps (C. B. Clarke), n. comb. Cladium. glohieeps C. B. 
Clarke, Kew Bull. Add. Ser. viii. 40 (1908). 

M. hirtus (Boeckl.), n. comb. Machaerina hirta Boeckl. Flora, Iviii. 
117 (1875). Cladium hirtum (Boeckl.) C. B. < larke, Kew Bull. 
Add. Ser. viii. 40 (1908). 

M. Huttoni(T. Kirk), n. comb. Cladium lluttoni T. Kirk, Trans. 


N. Z. Inst. ix. 551 (1877). 

M. Maingayi (C. B. C 


Cladium Maingayi C. B. 


Clarke in Hook. f. FI. Brit. Ind. vi. 074 (1894). 


mariscoides (Muh I 


forma congestus (Fernakl), n. 


comb. Cladium mariscoides, forma congestum Fernald, Rhodoka, 
xxiii. 234 (1922). 
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Martii 


Schultes, Syst. ii. 117 (1817). Scirpus Martii Detour ex Roem. & 
Schultes, 1. c. (1817) in synonymy. Cladium giganteum Willkonun 
in Willkonun & Lange, Prodr. FI. Hisp. i. 130 (1801). C. Martii 
(Del’our) Richter, PI. Eu. i. 144 (1890). 


Melleri (Baker) 
Soc. xxi. 401 (1880). 


('Indium Melleri Baker, Journ. Linn. 


M. micranthes (C. B. Clarke), n. comb. ('Indium micrant lies 
C. B. Clarke, Kew Bull. Add. Ser. viii. 40 (1908). 


M. Milnei 


Kew. Bull. Add. Ser. viii. 40 (1908). 


Muelleri 


Cladium Milnei C. B. Clarke, 
('Indium Muelleri C. B. 


li ii m. Merrill, Philipp. 


Clarke, Kew Bull. Add. Ser. viii. 47 (1908). 

M. platyphyllus, n. noin. ('Indium 
Journ. Sci., Bot. ii. -02 (1907), not Mar isms latifolius Sell rad. ex 

Nees in Mart. PI. Bras. ii. pt. 1: 00 (1842). 

M. pantopodus (Baker), n. comb. Cladium pantopodum Baker, 

Journ. Linn. Soc. xxi. 401 (1880). 

M. pulcher (Ridley), n. comb. ('Indium pulehrum Ridley, Journ. 

Fed. Mai. States Mus. vi. 192 (1910). 

M. restioides (Sw.) Kuntze, var. effusus (Griseb.), n. comb. 
Maehaerina restioides, var. effusa Griseb. Mem. Am. Acad. Sci., 

/S'* • t \ 1 


N. S. viii. 030 





B. Clarke in Urban, Symb. Antill. ii. 130 (1900). 

M. ri pari us (Nees) Kuntze, var. crassus (Thwaitcs), n. comb. 


Baumea crassa Thwaitcs, Enum. PI. Zeyl. 303 (1804). Cladium 
riparium, var. crassa (Thwaitcs) ( . B. ( larke in Hook. I. M. Brit. 

Ind. vi. 075 (1894). 


samoensis 


Cladium samoense C. 3. 
Clarke in Stapf, Trans. Linn. Soc., Bot. Ser. 2, iv. 240 (1894). 

M. Vauthiera (C. B. Clarke), n. comb. Cauthiera australis R. 


Rich. Ess. FI. N. Zel. 107, t. 20 (1832), not M. australis (Nees) 
Kuntze. CIndium Vauthiera C. B. Clarke in Ghecseman, Man. N. 


Z. FI. 788 (1900). 

M. xiphioides, n. nom. Cladium Druminondii C. B. ( larke, Kew 
Bull. Add. Ser. viii. 91 (1908), not Mariscus 1) ru m in ondii St cud. 

Syn. PI. Cyp. 310 (1800). 

Gray IIeruaiuum. 



